
The 
VOYAGER

Parsippany hills high school newsletter           Vol 9 Issue 1 

october. 2017

Staff:
 EDITORS:

Karoline 
Xiong 
Katie Grant 

WRITERS:

Steven Feng
Emma Steere 
Angelina Licor 
Lia Zois 
Priscilla Tam 
Janet Pan 
Nicholas 
Gubernot
Katherine 
Grytsayenko

PHOTOGRAPHER:

Olivia Terrell 

Formatter:
jULIANA URBIS

ADVISORS: 
Mr. Pavese 
Mr. weinstein 

Special thanks 
to the school! 

FALL PEP 
RALLY PICS 
INSIDE!



IN THIS ISSUE….
COLLEGE TUITION: WHY IT IS SO 

EXPENSIVE   2

WHY CHROMEBOOKS ARE
GOOD FOR SCHOOL  3

WHY WOMEN ARE MORE LIKELY 
TO FINISH THEIR EDUCATION   4  

NFL KNEELS DOWN 
IN DEFIANCE     5

MEET THE GUBERNATORIAL 
CANDIDATES    6 

A BRIEF OVERVIEW OF CLASSICAL 
MUSIC     6

PICTURES FROM THE FALL 
PEP RALLY  8

--------
A NOTE FROM 

THE 
NEWSPAPER 

STAFF
----------

Welcome back guys! 
We hope that you’ve 
all had a great 
summer. Well, can you 
believe that September 
is already over? We 
sure can’t because we 
forgot to print a 
paper during 
September. 
Well, the wait is over! 
The Voyager is 
officially back in 
business and with a 
new design, too. We 
all hope that you 
enjoy the upcoming 
issues, since we have 
brand new members in 
our staff. Please look 
forward to a great 
year of articles, 
pictures, and random 
information! 
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Try this crossword puzzle! 
BACK TO SCHOOL 

ITEMS

The Marching Band pictured above
Cover photo: Mr. Greenberg getting pied



COLLEGE TUITION: WHY IT’S SO 
EXPENSIVE  BY PRIYA SHAH

Princeton. Harvard. Northeastern. What do these universities and 
hundreds of others have in common? The answer is simple: soaring 
tuitions. Each of these colleges with room and board range in cost from 
$61,160 to $63,025. In a country that is said to value education, is it right 
to place a price on a diploma?

 Even with financial aid, low-income families are unable to meet 
the financial demands of universities. And while scholarships are 
available, only a select few students are able to receive full scholarships 
to the top schools. In response to these issues, Drew University, a college 
in New Jersey costing $62,706, plans to implement a 20 percent cut in 
their college tuition in order to make higher education more affordable. 
By next year, with room and board fees included, Drew University should 
cost about $52,776—almost $10,000 less than what it is currently. If other 
universities were to follow Drew’s lead, college could be a more feasible 
option for children of new income families. While this would improve the 
quality and number of educated individuals, cutting tuition also comes 
with downsides. Many colleges asking for high tuition utilize the money 
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CHROMEBOOKS  BY 
NICHOLAS  GUBERNOT

to expand their campus and improve the amount of resources 
available for students.

Currently, Brown University is using its funds to create a new 
building for a “School of Engineering.” According to their website, the 
amount of research and resources can have a “transformational impact 
on society.” Considering all of these points, it is difficult to decide 
whether college tuition harms or helps current college students. Is it 
beneficial to educate more individuals in a satisfactory environment or to 
improve the quality of the education for only a fraction of the youth?
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Hi. My name is Nicholas and I will 
explain why Chromebooks are good 
for school and some other stuff you 
can do on the Chromebook. 
Number one is that you can 
transform your Chromebook into a 
tablet. Number two is that it is a 
touchscreen, so you do not have to 
use your mouse a lot. To move the 
page, you can slide your finger up 
and down the page–and there you 
go. Number three is that it is light 
to carry and easy to move around. 
Number four is that you can turn 
the screen. In my opinion, this is 
one the best computers I have ever 
used. I asked people whether they 
would rather have an iPad or a 
Chromebook, and many of them 
said that they would rather have 
the iPads. I bet that you are 
wondering why: it is because, as 
they said, it is easier to carry 
around and travel with.

Which would 
you prefer? 

or
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is looking to the outcome of this election as a reaction to the disastrous 
leadership of Christie. At the time of writing, Murphy has a comfortable 
lead in the polls, but the election is not over for several weeks, and the 
tides could shift any way. The best way to get informed about this 
election, which will shape our lives for the next four years, is to visit the 
candidates’ websites, hear them speak if you have the opportunity to do 
so, and read the news. Oftentimes, state issues can be overshadowed by all 
of the drama in Washington, but it is crucial that we do not forget about 
them. Stay informed, voice your opinion, and get involved, because this 
upcoming election is equally as important to your life as the presidential 
ones. 

FALL PEP RALLY PICTURES!
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Women have been striving for equal rights since the 1900’s. Any 
APUSH II student will tell you that they are responsible for many reforms 
and laws that we have today. From women’s suffrage to labor laws, they 
have had a hand in shaping many of today’s social norms―possibly more 
than anything that had been anticipated all those years ago. Coming from 
someone in women’s education, a current noticeable shift is that women 
have become more likely to finish their education than their male 
counterparts, and anyone going into or attending college can atest to that 
as well. 

Mrs. Rosendahl, one of our human behavior teachers, believes that 
this stems from women’s fight for equality in education and the 
workforce―and she is not the only one. The New York Times recently 
conducted a study of their own, finding that “Women make up 58 percent 
of those enrolled in two- and four- year colleges and are . . . the majority 
in graduate schools and professional schools” (Lewin 5). Most of the 
students interviewed also believe that women are more passionate and 
driven about their education, and they learn the content for application 
instead of learning just enough to pass. Men, on the other hand, are 
driven more towards their social lives and sports. Not only are they more 
relaxed, but because of their advantage in the workplace, they do not 
have to work as hard to gain any management positions. For them, there 
tends to be more of a focus on getting just enough work done to get that 
degree. 

WHY WOMEN ARE MORE LIKELY TO FINISH 
THEIR EDUCATION BY KATHERINE 
GRYSTAYENKO

Murphy is well-liked for his progressive 
platform, but his trillions of dollars in 
campaign spending and connections to 
big banks have proven to be 
controversial. Murphy’s agenda covers a 
wide range of issues, but most prominent 
in his platform are his commitments to 
affordability, education, and justice. 
Murphy wants to make living in New 
Jersey cheaper by expanding tax credits 
and lowering taxes for the middle class. 
He also supports more funding for STEM 
education, women’s rights, and smarter 
criminal justice reform. Additionally, 
there are two notable third party 
candidates vying for the position of 
governor. Pete Rohrman, the Libertarian 
candidate, is running on the platform of 
“fiscal democracy,” which gives the 
individual power to appropriate a 10% 
flat tax to any area of our state’s 
government. He also supports criminal 
justice reform, the second amendment, 
and small businesses. Seth Kaper-Dale is 
the Green Party’s candidate for 
governor, and is running on the platform 
of social justice. He ardently supports 
women’s rights, LGBT rights, and 
immigrant rights. Kaper-Dale promotes a 
public bank, statewide single payer 
healthcare, and environmental reform in 
order to bring prosperity back to our 
state. 

All of these candidates are very 
different and have unique approaches to 
the state’s problems. The entire country 

(con’td from page 7)

composer Pachelbel’s 
“Canon in D” influenced 
many modern-day songs. 
The piece is commonly 
played at weddings, and the 
chord progression of the 
piece has been found in 
songs from–and not limited 
to–My Chemical Romance, 
Aerosmith, video game 
themes, VeggieTales, and 
even the broadway show Les 
Misérables. 

Although classical 
music is often overlooked in 
modern-day society, its 
influence on pop music, as 
well as all other genres, 
should not be forgotten. 
Freedom of speech was not 
applicable to many classical 
composers, and one cannot 
turn a blind eye to the fact 
that many of their lives were 
put at risk because they 
wrote music. To understand 
how music came to be, one 
must go back to classical 
music, and as AP Music 
Theory students and 
classical trained musicians 
at PHHS can testify, music is 
highly complex and 
challenging and will take a 
lifetime to master.
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Featuring: Dwight 
from the Office 

(never watched it? 
Go watch it on 

Netflix) 



Recently, Donald Trump has yet again 
angered many people in America. It started 
around four days ago, when Stephen Curry 
rejected a potential White House visit. He said, “I 
don’t want to go. That’s really it. That’s the 
nucleus of my belief.” While this was a relatively 
harmless statement, the president tweeted on 
Saturday, “Going to the White House is considered 
a great honor for a championship team. Stephen 
Curry is hesitating, therefore invitation is 
withdrawn!” The response to this tweet was 
almost instantaneous; within a couple hours, 
LeBron James, Richard Sherman, and many others 
all spoke their minds, calling Trump’s behavior 
unacceptable. Other NFL players also began their 
protest, and did so by kneeling or opting to stand 
and lock arms while the national anthem played. 
This has caused an uproar, and while many people 
are supporting the NFL players’ peaceful protest, 
perhaps Trump has a point. Refusing to stand for 
the national anthem shows disrespect, especially 
towards the flag and members of the armed 
forces. The national anthem pays respect to 
people who have have fought, bled, and lost their 
lives defending the United States. On the other 
hand, when one believes this country is not living 
up to its ideals of freedom, liberty, and justice for 
all, it is appropriate to kneel. It is also a legal form 
a peaceful protest, according to the First 
Amendment. Whether or not these actions are 
justified, this event will remain controversial.

?

NFL KNEELS DOWN IN 
DEFIANCE BY  JANET PAN

A BRIEF OVERVIEW 
OF CLASSICAL 

MUSIC
BY: PRISCILLA TAM

    As our society 
constantly changes, the 
general interpretation 
of “music” evolves as 
well. Pop culture has 
woven itself so tightly 
into modern-day 
society that classical 
music is often thrusted 
to the side.  What was 
the “popular music” of 
the fourteenth century 
has become an obscure 
form of folk, or 
sometimes even “music 
only old people listen 
to.” Contrary to 
popular belief, classical 
music is extremely 
complex and relatable 
to the twenty-first 
century.
    In modern times, 
artists are defined by 
their reputation and 
the portrayal of their 
music. Although most 
classical composers 
were notably insane, it 
helped them create 
insanely complex   

In just one month, millions of New 
Jerseyans will be casting their votes in the 
upcoming gubernatorial election, a decision 
that will change the course of our state’s 
history. All eyes are on New Jersey as our 
current governor, Chris Christie, with just a 
15% approval rating, has served his two terms 
and is leaving office to make room for a new 
governor. But who are the candidates, what do 
they stand for, and why should you care about 
them? 

Kim Guadagno is the Republican 
candidate for governor, the current Lieutenant 
governor, and a military mom. Guadagno aims 
to become the first female governor of the 
state, and she is not shy about criticising her 
boss, the Governor. She is, however, linked to 
some of Christie’s scandals and is having 
trouble separating herself from his 
controversies. Kim Guadagno promotes fiscal 
responsibility, transportation reform, 
veteran’s rights, and lower property taxes. She 
also proposes a full-scale audit of Trenton. 
Guadagno’s major focus on transportation is a 
reaction to the crumbling of our infrastructure 
and her proposals to add more trains, ferries, 
and a new bus terminal come with the 
intention to make our commutes quicker and 
more painless. 

On the other hand, Phil Murphy, the 
democratic challenger for governor, is the 
former U.S. Ambassador to Germany and a 
Goldman Sachs executive. 

MEET THE  
GUBERNATORIAL 
CANDIDATES BY EMMA 
STEERE
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musical works. Both 
their lives at home and 
their musical careers 
were turbulent, and 
many composers reached 
the peak of their fame 
right before–or even 
after–their death. 
Shostakovich, for 
example, was a 
composer during the 
Russian Revolution. He 
discreetly used 
underlying themes to 
portray his true 
emotions, masked by 
what seemed to be 
joyous dances, and his 
life was in danger 
merely because he wrote 
music well. He lived in 
fear of being sent away, 
keeping a suitcase 
packed to leave at any 
moment so his family 
would not be taken as 
well. His music has the 
power to make entire 
audiences weep in 
sorrow without lyrical 
context. While 
Shostakovich influenced 
Russian politics based on 
his situation and the 
intensity of his 
compositions, classical 
(continued on page 8)5


